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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



i- t-« V7 C F R §§ 1.97 and 1.98, applicant (s) hereby 
submit "n informat/on" Disclosure Statement for consideration 
by the Examiner. 

! LIST OF PATENTS, PU BLK^O^^ 
attached hereto. 

II COPIES (check at least one box) 

portion which caused it to be listed. 

•F-ii^ri on or after 
k R7I This application was tiiea on « 
b. |£| inis <*w Accordingly, copies of cited U.b. 

ITen^ ana" Patent VpUcation PuMicat.ons 

^^^JT^^^^ a?e 
included. 
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,n fhe documents listed on the PTO- 

^readf^'nThe S p e TO r me eP I£ copies are needed, 
please contact the undersigned. 

m CONCISE EXPLA NATION OV THE RELEVANCE 
(check at least one oox) 

a . Q DOCUMENTS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

The patents, Publications or otter information 
^^r^/rJ ^ire a 
statement of relevancy. 

b . g DOCUMENTS NOT IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

A concise explanation of th %^~ £o ^ c S 
?f s t:d S tnat P ^ 1 not i rn S tne° E r n g lfs h h er 1 an 9 ua g e is as 

follOWS : 

The relevancy of the «» ^™fon 
S ^S^a E^s h ° f lanUI 

c . Q ENGLISH LANGUAGE SEARCH REPORT 

An English language --ion of the ^rei™ 

d . |3 OTHER 

The following additional information is provided 
for the Examiner's consideration. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,546.157. ^^/^Lt'ion 
2003, is a counterpart of Japanese a P f 
No. 2000-132136. 
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FEES 



IV. 



g THIS IDS IS PBTKG FILED U NDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b) : 
(check one box) 

a . D within three months of the filing date of a 
national application (37 C.F.R. § l.*/ ^' V" ± 
fee or statement is required. (This section 
not to be used with RCE's.) 

b D within three months of the date of entry of the 
b - U national stage as set forth m § 1.491 m an 
■international application (37 u " 

§ 1 sTw M). No fee or statement is required. 

c □ concurrently with the filing of a Request for 

rr^tX^' first Office Action on the 

^er S 3 h 7 aS C b F 6 IT ¥^7« 

7 CFR -7(e) below, or, if no 

statement Sas been made, charge our deposit 
account in the amount of $180.00 as required by 
37 C.F.R. § 1.17 (p) • 



D THIS IDS IS BEING FILED UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) : 
(check one box) 

be£ ore the mailing date of . Final Office A ction u nder 37 
r T? P SI 113 See 37 C.F.R. § 1.971CJ Uii ^ 
Sailing' date of a Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.311 (See 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(2)). 

.. n no statement; therefore, a fee in^ ^amount of 



$ 180.00 as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.17 (p) 
D see the statement^below. No fee is required. 
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VI. STATEMENT__UNDEg 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) (check only one box) 
The undersigned hereby states that 

n each item of information contained in the IDS was 
D first cited in any communication from a foreign 
Patlnt Office in a counterpart foreign 
appUcation not more than three months prior to 
the filing of this IDS; or 

v, n no item of information contained in the IDS was 
b - D ted in a communication from a foreign Patent 

Sffice in a counterpart foreign application, and 
to the knowledge of the person signing the 
certification af?er making reasonable inquiry ^ no 
item of IDS was known to any individual 
designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of the IDS. 

Some of the items of information were cited in a 
communication from a foreign Patent Office. As to 
this information, the undersigne d st ^es that 
each item of information contained in the IDS was 
first cited in a communication from a foreign 
Patent Office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to 
filing of this IDS. As to the remaining 
information, the undersigned hereby states that 
no item of this remaining information contained 
in the IDS was cited in a communication from a 
fSretgn Patent Office in a counterpart foreign 
application and, to the best of ™Y^ e ^ 
after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any 
individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 (c) more 
than three months prior to the filing of tms 
statement . 



□ 



Vii. PAYMENT OF FEES (check one box) 

n A check in the amount of $180.00 as required by 37 
D C.F.R. § 1.17 (p) is enclosed for the above- identified 
fee . 

□ Please charge Deposit Account Nc , 02 -2448^ in^the 

ScateT"^ ^ tApUcate § copy S this paper - 
attached. 

(g| No fee is required. 



is 
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H the Examiner has any guest Sons > ffVS; 
he/she is revested to cent act ^e "ndersxgne^d ^ 
determined that this I»S ^« e " der the pro p e r rule 

23 ™ thTapp^r^tfreffo deposit Account Ho. 02-2443. 

I£ necessary, the J? ^r^Payment « 

this, concurrent, and f n^o^t Account No. 02-2448 for any 

credit any overpayment to Deposxt Account no ii7; 
additional fees required under 37 CF.R. & 
particularly, extension of time tees. 

Respectfully submit* 

BIRCH, STEWA^^^H^BIRCH, LLP 
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Attachment (s) : 



P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, VA 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 



[X] PTO-1449 

^ Documents 

□ Foreign Search Report 

□ Fee 

□ Other : 



(Rev. 09/30/03) 
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VTION DISCLOSURE CITATION 
IN AN APPLICATION 

heets i£ necessary) 



APPLICANT 

MATOBA, Kazuaki et al . 
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